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Have a drínk on Earth Day... but go easy! 


Peter Gzowski, sometime in the 
“805, had Stuart McLean join him on 
Morningside to demonstrate how 
much stuff could be bought for a dol- 
lar. Stuart was repeating an exercise 
done 10 years earlier by Danny 
Finkleman on This Country in the 
Morning. Danny had acquired, 
among other things, a styptic pen- 
cil, some penny matches (“опе of the 
great bargains,” he had said; “you 
used to have to rub two sticks to- 
gether for an hour"), a coat hanger, 
some city water, and a toothpick. 
Ten years later, Stuart reported on 
his own comparison shopping. The 
styptic pencil, he discovered, now 
cost $1.39 by itself. Matches had 
gone to two cents. A coat hanger? 
"Who buys coat hangers? They 
breed in your closet like rattle- 
snakes." City water, mind you, was 
still an outstanding buy - one thou- 
sand gallons for two dollar - and he 
put on his list a nickel's worth, 25 
gallons, enough to fill a phone booth, 
in case you were wondering - “апа 
no matter what I do to it, they will 
take it back." 

Well, Peter isn't around 
anymore to do a follow-up in the 
2000s, but I figure we are still get- 
ting a really good deal from our pub- 
lic water suppliers. And when they 
are provided (as most are) with ad- 
equate resources they still deliver a 
safe product. 


However, many people, it 
would seem, feel we are grossly un- 
der-charged and they willingly pay 
over a dollar for the small bottles of 
water that the capitalists offer. 

Where does this water come 
from, you ask? Some has proven to 
be nothing more special than plain 
old city tap-water bottled for your 
convenience. Some is bottled just 
down the lake from the Bruce nu- 
clear reactor, mind you this isn't 
stated in day-glo letters on the bot- 
tle. It's worth the effort to check on 
the source before determining the 
value of the product. 

And of course, water is still re- 
turnable no matter what we do to it. 
It's fairly easy to Kill the bacterial 
contamination we add to it (this can 
even be done without adding toxic 
chlorine) but it's another story when 
it comes to trying to remove the 
chemical contamination. Each time 
we reuse the water we add to it's 
chemical load. 

This Earth Day, April 2274) 
make a commitment to reduce your 
impact on the quality of our drink- 
ing water. There is some informa- 
tion in this issue of Briarpatch to 
help you get started. Cheers! 


(note: Most of the first para- 
graph is excerpted from The New 
Morningside Papers by Peter 
Gzowski) 


Saskatchewan Raging Granny groups are singing out! 


Raging Grannies (and Daughters) sing about peace, 
social justice, the environment, and democracy to help 


make a better world for all children. 
To join the new group in Regina, or for help in forming 
a group, call 306-569-7699. Saskatoon Grannies can be 


reached at 306-373-2720. 
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Earth Mother and the People: 


The True Meaning of 
Aboriginal Kights 


by Dan Ennis 


T here has been considerable discussion over the years 
about aboriginal rights and human rights. Now, with the 
conflict over the rights to cut wood on crown lands, we 
hear these expressions tossed around more than ever, of- 
ten by individuals on both sides of the conflict who have 
no idea what aboriginal rights, or even human rights, actu- 
ally means. What exactly are aboriginal rights any way? 
What are human rights? And what about birthrights? Do 
we as Native people have any of these rights? 

For me, it is simple. Aboriginal rights, human rights 
and birthrights should all be the same thing. But for the 
Native person, they are not. 

I, like my ancestors before me, was born ап aborigi- 
nal with a deep and loving connection to our sacred Earth 
Mother. That connection goes back to the beginning of 
our existence and it brings with it a sense of responsibility 
and respect for the Earth Mother. Our people were expected 
to take care of our sacred Earth Mother; that was a respon- 
sibility given to us from time immemorial. In turn, our sa- 
cred Earth Mother would sustain us. It was a simple, mu- 
tually respectful relationship. That was our birthright, our 
human right, our aboriginal right. 

It was also our birth/human/aboriginal right to use our 
own language, determine our own destiny, conduct our own 
ceremonies, follow our own spiritual ways, maintain our 
sovereignty, raise and educate our own children, build our 
own institutions, and care for our own land, which was 
originally called Turtle Island. These basic rights ensured 
peace and equity in our communities. People did not go 
without. Only what was needed - wood, food, fish, deer, 
moose, etc. - was used and always there was thought of the 
generations yet to come. Our heritage was built on sharing 
and respect. Conservation was natural. There were no tox- 
ins dumped into our rivers. We did not deplete fish, game 
or anything for that matter. And we did not destroy our 
forests. Creator made us the Custodians of the land and 
our ancestors took our responsibility seriously. Greed was 
not a part of our birthright. 


Things have changed. After the European invasion of 
our land, a Eurocentric government determined what our 
rights would be. Even today, the non-Native versions of 
human rights have been thrust on us. Canadian govern- 
ment legislation and policies have decided what is in our 
best interest, even though they have never lived in our skin 
or felt the connection that has been handed down by our 
ancestors. It’s like trying to make a carrot behave like a 
cucumber: they are both vegetables, but one has grown in 
the earth, while the other has grown on top. There are dif- 
ferences. 

I, like many of my generation, cannot speak my 
Maliseet language, thanks to Canadian legislation. Many 
Native people lost their children to residential schools, their 
independence, their means of livelihood and their land. 
There is no equity or peace which was my birthright. 
Even the right to practice spiritual beliefs and customs was 
outlawed. All of these things took place as a direct result 
of Canadian government legislation. 

Taking away our birth/human/aboriginal rights was 
wrong. It is genocidal and goes against the laws of Crea- 
tor, and it has caused terrible damage in the hearts and 
minds of aboriginal peoples everywhere. 

But, regardless of all that has happened, or should I 
say because of what has happened over the past 500 years, 
we as human beings must continue to act responsibly to- 
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ward our sacred Earth Mother. We, as aboriginal peo- 
ple, must remember, live by and preserve those original 
instructions, those traditional teachings, to love, hon- 
our, respect and protect our sacred Earth Mother. That 
is our only hope of surviving the holocaust that is tak- 
ing place against our Earth Mother, against our people 
and all natural living human beings. 

Sadly, the holocaust that is taking place in our for- 
ests is being perpetrated by some of our Native people, 
and for the same rationale that was used by our oppres- 
sors: greed. This greed is being disguised by “wannabe 
white” Natives as economic necessity. Some cry, “I only 
want to feed and clothe my family,” but they are really 
talking and acting like businessmen who see a way to 
accumulate wealth. They speak of profits and growing 
into large companies. Unfortunately, the concept of shar- 
ing doesn’t enter into it for many. In most cases the no- 
tion of conservation for the generations yet unborn is 
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never considered, and our sacred Earth 
Mother is not respected. That is nothing 
more than personal greed. 
As aboriginal people, as human be- 
ings, and as the designated protec- 
tors of the land, we have a respon- 
sibility to all living things, all 
of creation: the two-legged, 
the four-legged, those crea- 
tures that fly, all creatures 
that swim, all plant life, the 
trees, the water, the air, the 
land - every living thing. It is our 
responsibility to love, honour, respect and protect all of 
creation. In doing this we honour our birthrights, our 
human rights, our aboriginal rights, and the Ancestors 
who kept our traditional teachings alive. We honour the 
Seventh Generation, yet to come. That is the root of our 
Aboriginal/human/birth rights. These are the rights we 
need to understand and defend. These are the rights we 
must be allowed. 

I conclude this article by recognizing, acknowledg- 
ing and respecting my relationship to all other living 
things, past, present and future. Our sacred Earth Mother 
requires our respect if she is to continue to sustain us. 
ALL MY RELATIONS. 


Dan Ennis is a Grand Chief of the Wulustuk Grand 
Council. The WGC recognizes that the time is now to 
return to traditional teachings for the preservation of 
our future generations and our Earth Mother. Tradi- 
tional government is leadership by the People for the 
People. Through this system, the Clan Mothers delegate 
and sanction tribal leaders through a matrilineal order 
of tribal customs. Because of the longevity and success 
that dates back centuries, WGC has proven its place 
and value in society and that it cannot, must not, be 
replaced by any other alternative system. 


BRIADDATCH APRIL 2002 


Owr Water. .. Our Responsibility 


Шим, ву WATERSS) Тіс Ішіне by Water Project io drawing attention ін 
ee the fact. that everything that we carelessly dump into 
іш Тола Schmidt & Alyscia. Нешші wake. ends up counting out of our kitchen tap. 


Development, pollution and a 
lack of knowledge are all threats 
to the health of our shorelines and 
water sources, and to the health of humans 
and wildlife. Unknowingly, many of our in- 
dividual actions in our homes and on the wa- 
ter deplete ground water resources and af- 
fect surface waters - rivers, lakes, wetlands 
and streams. In essence we all live along a 


through municipal and house- 
hold wastes, runoff from fertiliz- 
ers, excavation from construction 
and faulty septic systems. These nutrients 
act as a fertilizer in a lake as they would for 
your garden or lawn, causing frequent algae 
blooms and excessive weed beds. Algae, or 
pond scum, can smell bad, give water an un- 
pleasant taste and make the water murky. 
When large masses of algae blooms decom- 
pose, dissolved oxygen is taken out of the 
water, smothering fish. 


shoreline. 
Water quality starts with everyone. 

Everything we wash down storm drains, 

sinks and toilets eventually ends up in our wa- 
ter sources. Every action we take while in 
water can affect our water quality. Fluid 
leaks from vehicles and boats, fertilizers, 
pesticides, cleaning products, pet drop- 
pings, soaps and detergents all add chemi- 
cals and excess nutrients that degrade 

our water quality. 


Filtering our water. . . naturally! 
The benefits of buffer zones of vegetation 
along lakes, rivers, and streams are count- 
less. Roots of grasses, shrubs and trees sta- 
bilize the shoreline and help to prevent 
erosion and break waves. These same 
grasses, shrubs and trees act as a fil- 
ter to slow surface runoff and to 
trap sediments. They also re- 
move, through absorption, ni- 
trogen and phosphorous par- 
ticles which would other- 
wise reach the water. 
Cattails and bulrushes 
are especially efficient 
at absorbing large 
quantities of nitrogen 
and phosphorous, 
substances easily 
transported in runoff. 
An expansive growth 
of cattails and bul- 
rushes are an indica- 
tor that the nutrient lev- 
els in a lake are high. 
Reducing or eliminating an 
unnatural source of these 


Stop Fertilizing our Lakes 

All lakes undergo a natural 
aging process (eutrophication), 
which under normal condi- 
tions usually takes thousands 
of years. Asa lake ages, nu- 
trient levels increase from 
natural processes such as 
soil erosion and decaying 
vegetation. Human ac- 
tivities have greatly ac- 
celerated the rise in nu- 
trient levels of nitrogen 
and phosphorous, and 
have thus accelerated the 
natural aging process of a 
lake. 

Nitrogen and phosphorous 
are released into water sources 


BRIADDATCH APRIL 2002 5 


1. Natural shoreline - great wildlife 
habitat 

2. Small floating dock - low impact, 
hinged from above high water 

3. Septic system far from shore - 
reduces water pollution 

4. Narrow, gravelled path - less 
chance of erosion 

5. Trimmed trees and adjustable 
awnings - natural air conditioning with 
good view 

6. You work less - relax more! 

7. Kitchen compost - improves soil’s 
quality 

8. Low-maintenance native plants - 
provide shoreline buffer 

9. Building - set back from shore and 
in character with setting 

10. Well-maintained motor - electric, or 
modern 4-stroke outboard, operated 
with low wake near shore 


How are they 
treating you 
at work 
these days? 


Maybe a union would 
help. 


We represent 17,000 workers in 
many kinds of workplaces. We 
might be the union for you. 
Call 
522.8571 in Regina 
1.800.667.5221 outside the city. 


aguit 


Working Together For Saskatchewan 
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1. Bare shoreline - subject to erosion 
2. Solid dock - destroys wildlife 
habitat, alters current 

3. Fertilizer spills, chemical run-off 
and pet droppings - damage water 
quality 

4. Paved lane - contaminated run-off, 
including oil and antifreeze leaks from 
cars, flows to water 

5. No shade trees - overworked air 
conditioner 

6. Removal of natural vegetation - 
more work for you and more run-off 
7. Collecting lawn clippings - de- 
prives soil of nutrients; try mulching 
8. Ornamental shrubs - require 
chemicals and extra work 

9. Poor fuel management - gas and 
oil spills from cans, tanks and leaky 
boat motor are deadly 

10. Hardened shoreline - eliminates 
"natural filter,’ degrades water quality 
and blocks wildlife access 


nutrient emissions would reduce algae and help main- 
tain a balance in plant growth. 

Studies have shown that buffer vegetation and 
soil microbes can remove large quantities of nitrogen 
and phosphorous from surface water and shallow 
groundwater runoff. A strip of vegetation provides 
food, shelter and habitat for wildlife, and adds oxy- 
gen to the water. 

Trees also block out the sun to shade and cool 
our homes. The cooling effect of one mature decidu- 
ous tree is equal to 10 room-sized air conditioners. 

One of the most important actions a shoreline resi- 
dent can take is no action at all! Let native plants 
establish a buffer strip of vegetation along your shore- 
line. 

For environmental and financial reasons, let’s be 
conscious of our habits and attitudes towards what 
we put down our drains and how we care for our shore- 
lines. We are all responsible for our water quality, 
let’s keep it clean for future generations to enjoy! 


Get Involved 
The Living by Water Project is raising aware- 


Image: © Rideau Valley Conservation Authority 


ness across Canada about the importance of shore- 
lines in our lives. The project was founded in British 
Columbia by Clive Callaway and Sarah Kipp, two 
waterfront residents who encountered difficulties in 
finding information on how to live environment- 
friendly lives and protect their lake. A national initia- 
tive that grew from their vision, The Living by Water 
Project has partners across Canada to help communi- 
ties “work towards healthy human and wildlife habi- 
tat along the shorelines of Canada.” 

For more information on how The Living by Wa- 
ter Project can help you and your community protect 
the quality of your water, keep wildlife habitat intact 
and keep your cottage / home lifestyle relaxed, please 
visit The Living by Water Project’s website at 
www.livingbywater.com You can also e-mail us at 
shorelines@jetstream.com, phone us at (250) 832- 
7405, or write to P.O. Box 7, 771 Gardom Lake Road, 
Salmon Arm BC, VIE 4N2. 


Tara Schmidt and Alyscia Herauf work at the 
Saskatchewan / Manitoba office of The Living by 
Water Project. 
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Welcome to the Var Ponds 


Where Life fis а Political and Scientific Experiment 


Sierra Club exposes the government’s complete lack of 
compassion for those forced to live in Canada’s most 
heavily contaminated community. 


by Elizabeth May 


Л: is hard to believe that things can һауе gotten worse 
since I wrote the article “Welcome to Atlantic Canada 
where life is cheap.” But it has. 

To recap, it was a year ago that Sierra Club of Canada 
and our local Sydney, Nova 
Scotia members were fighting to 
get access to test results of soil 
taken in the fall of 2000 from 
within one of the neighbour- 
hoods adjacent to the coke ovens. 
The numbers were withheld and 
massaged and finally released in 
late April. The text surrounding 
the test results attempted to mini- 
mize the findings but, as we had 
suspected, the results were explo- 
sive. Nearly every sample had 
revealed levels of contamination 
with arsenic, cyanide or cancer- 
causing PAHs (polynuclear aro- 
matic hydrocarbons) at levels 
significantly above levels set by 
the Canadian Council of Minis- 
ters of the Environment 
(CCME). One sample of arsenic 
was 80 times the acceptable limit 
of 12 mg/kg at 839 mg/kg. 
Despite the reassuring 
rhetoric, local residents were 
alarmed. The provincial daily, 
the Chronicle Herald, ran the test 
results next to the CCME level. Benzene is acceptable at 
0.5 mg/kg. Test results in the neighbourhood were 20 to 
30 times higher. Nearly every test result had numerous 
toxic substances above the acceptable level. 
No one in the community expected the government 
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to take action and families were terrified. In the past, high 
test levels have been met with “risk assessment" as a tac- 
tic to calm public fears. Critics of risk assessment have 
pointed out that the computer generated models of po- 
tential exposure are open to manipu- 
lation through the choice of assump- 
tions and levels of exposure hypoth- 
esized. Meanwhile real people were 
dying in a very non-hypothetical 
way. 

In desperation, І decided to go 
on a hunger strike. For 17 days last 
May, I sat in front of Parliament 
Hill, ingesting nothing but water 
and Gatorade, demanding that the 
Minister of Health commit to relo- 
cating families at risk. I was hugely 
relieved when Alan Rock promised 
to move people as long as further 
tests demonstrated a health risk. On 
the basis of his promise, I ended the 
fast. It was the first government 
promise to relocate people, and even 
though further tests were required, 
I was confident the neighbourhoods 
closest to the site would be moved. 

I was wrong. The hunger strike 
accomplished nothing. Over the 
course of the summer of 2001 mil- 
lions of dollars were spent in fur- 
ther testing. Soil, water, urine and 
blood was tested. None of the information was released 
until risk assessments had been performed. 

The first risk assessment was released in mid-sum- 
mer, setting out new “made in Sydney standards” for acute 
risk from the chemicals permeating the neighbourhood. 
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Instead of 12 mg/kg for arsenic, the new Sydney stand- 
ard was 813. Instead of 0.5 mk/kg for benzene the new 
Sydney standard was 20 times higher. 

Hopes for relocation began to fade. The promised 
decision date of August 31 came and went without any 
announcement. It was not until early December that the 
final chronic risk assessment was released. Predictably, 
it reported that it was no more dangerous to live next to 
the tar ponds and coke ovens than most urban areas in 
Canada. Having announced that no families would be 
moved, the government offered to remediate the 
backyard soil of almost every resident in the four block 
area on which tests focused. The cost of soil removal 
was $100,000. The homes are worth nothing. Any resi- 
dent would happily move for much less than the cost of 
soil remediation. 

The government has put families in a diabolical 
moral dilemma. They can accept the offer of soil 
remediation, but since there is no health risk, according 
to officials, spending $100,000 to cart away poisonous 
soil is only on offer as a way to reassure people who 
are, essentially, worried about nothing. Of course, if they 
accept the soil remediation, there is no chance of ever 
being moved - even if their proximity to the toxic waste 
re-contaminates their yard. If they do not accept the soil 
remediation, their children continue to be further ex- 
posed. 

Meanwhile, residents who on principle did not vol- 
unteer for more testing in the early summer of 2001 - “I 
want to be moved now, not have more tests!” - are out 
of luck. Knowing their neighbours have sky-high con- 
tamination and are being offered a clean-up, they are 
now told they have missed their chance to have the soil 
tested. Can anyone in the rest of Canada imagine such a 
manipulative and heartless government decision? Poi- 
soned if you do, poisoned if you don’t. 

The health risk assessment was quickly followed 
by another government document. This one confirmed 
that Sydney residents have the worst state of health of 
any community in Canada. In reviewing the contribut- 
ing factors, the pollution from the largest toxic waste 
site in Canada was not even mentioned. Instead, the 
blame was laid squarely where government wants it - 
on the residents themselves. They are guilty of being 
poor, under-educated, smoking too much and not know- 
ing enough to avail themselves of the of the health care 
system to undergo routine check-ups. 

In response, the Sydney members of Sierra Club of 
Canada, supported by the national organization and a 
grant from a concerned foundation have launched the 

Peoples’ Health Commission. Co-sponsored by the Ca- 
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nadian Association of Physicians for the Environment 
and the International Institute of Concern for Public 
Health, the Peoples’ Health Commission is conducting 
its own health study. A flock of volunteers have been 
going from door to door in those areas closest to the tar 
ponds and coke ovens, conducting a thorough interview 
to obtain a complete picture of the health of family mem- 
bers. After all these years, no one has ever asked the 
residents how they are actually feeling. No one has ever 
assessed the health of people living on top of the con- 
tamination. All the statistics of ill health come from the 
entire Sydney area, potentially masking even higher rates 
of cancer, birth defects, multiple sclerosis and other ill- 
nesses associated with pollution from the affected area. 

Nothing has gotten better in Sydney. The only peo- 
ple who benefitted from my hunger strike are those who 
practice science for hire, prostituting their professions 
and selling their souls to protect the rights of chemicals 
and condemn innocents to diminished health, earlier 
death and the added humiliation of bearing the blame 
for their own ill-health. 


Elizabeth May is Executive Director of the Sierra 
Club of Canada. 
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a membership-based organization 

and we need your support. 
Check us out at 

www.sierraclub.ca/national 


Please join us! lerra 


НЫ 


For membership send $40 
($20 for youth, limited income, and senior) 
(membership dues are not tax creditable) 


HELP THE PEOPLES’ HEALTH 
COMMISSION IN SYDNEY 
Please send your tax creditable donations 
(earmark your cheque for “РНС”) to: 


Sierra Club of Canada Foundation 
Suite 412 - 1 Nicholas St. 
Ottawa ОМ КІМ 7В7 


Anthrax, GMOs and AIDS... 
ALL are Bioterrorism 


by Vandana Shiva 


The reports of anthrax cases in Florida and New York 
have put a renewed focus on bioterror - the risks and 
hazards posed by biological agents. Governments eve- 
гуу/һеге are on high alert. Even the World Health Or- 
ganization has issued warnings. Americans and Europe- 
ans have been stockpiling gas masks and antibiotics, and 
images of policemen and investigators in biohazard suits 
have made front-page appearances in newspapers and 
magazines. 

The panic and fear being spread about biohazards 
in the post-September 11 period is so different from the 
complacency earlier, even though the threat to public 
health and the environment from hazardous biological 
agents is not new. If we have to respond adequately and 


genetic engineering of biological organisms, both for 
warfare and food and agriculture, is creating new 
biohazards, both intended and unintended. Secondly, it 
is fully recognized that stronger public health systems is 
the only response to bioterrorism. However, precisely at 
a time when public health reports are needed most, they 
are being dismantled under privatization and trade liber- 
alization pressures. Bioterrorism should help govern- 
ments recognize that we desperately need strong 
biosafety regulation and public health systems. 

The global citizens movement and the movement 
of concerned scientists for biosafety have been alerting 
governments to the ecological and health risks of ge- 
netic engineering and therefore the imperative to test, 


Biowarfare or bioterrorism is the deliberate use of living organisms to kill people. 

When economic polities based on trade liberalization and globalization deliberately 

spread fatal and infectious diseases such as AIDS, ТВ and malaria, by dismantling 
health and medical systems, they too become instruments of bioterror. 


consistently to bioterror, we need to take two basic is- 
sues into account. Firstly, infective biological agents 
cause disease and kill, irrespective of who spreads them 
and how they spread. The current paranoia arises from 
the fear that they could get into terrorist hands. 
However, terrorists can get them because they are 
around. And they pose hazards even if they are not in 
terrorist hands. As Vaclav Havel, President of the Czech 
Republic, said in his opening remarks of Forum 2000 in 
Prague, “Bin Laden did not invent bacterial agents.” They 
were invented in defence or corporate labs. Anthrax has 
been part of the ascend of biological warfare of the very 
states which are today worried about bioterrorism. And 


A. 


assess and regulate the release of genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) into the environment. This basic 
conflict over the need to assess GMOs for biohazards 
was at the heart of negotiations that stretched over a dec- 
ade under the aegis of the United Nations Convention 
on Biological Diversity and were finally concluded in 
February 2000 in Montreal on the Protocol on Biosafety. 

There are two major concerns for potential risks of 
biohazards from GMOs. Firstly, the vectors used for in- 
troducing genes from one organism to another to make a 
GMO are highly infectious and virulent biological agents. 
It is, in fact, their infectious nature which makes them 
useful as vectors to introduce alien genes into biological 
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organisms. The risks of the use of virulent vectors for 
engineering novel life forms have not been assessed. And 
their use for bioterrorism becomes easier as they spread 
commercially around the world. 

Secondly, since GMOs are novel organisms which 
have not existed in nature, their impact on the environ- 
ment and on human health is not known. Ignorance of 
the impact is being treated as proof of safety, a totally 
unscientific approach. This has been called a “don’t look, 
don’t see” approach to biosafety. 

Biowarfare or bioterrorism is the deliberate use of 
living organisms to kill people. When economic poli- 
cies based on trade liberalization and globalization de- 
liberately spread fatal and infectious diseases such as 
AIDS, TB and malaria, by dismantling health and medi- 
cal systems, they too become instruments of bioterror. 
This is why citizens’ groups have organized worldwide 
against the TRIPS (Trade Related Intellectual Property 
Rights) Agreement and GATS (General Agreement on 
Trade in Services) of the WTO. TRIPS imposes patents 
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Made in the USA protection 
against Made in the USA hazards 


and monopolies on drugs, taking essential medicines be- 
yond the reach of the poor. 

For example, AIDS medicine, which costs 
$200 without patents, costs $20,000 with pat- 
ents. TRIPS and patents on medicines become 
recipes for spreading disease and death because 
they take cure beyond people’s reach. Simi- 
larly, privatization of health systems as imposed 
by the World Bank under SAPS (Structural Ad- 
justment Programs) and also proposed in 
GATS, spreads infectious diseases because low 
cost, decentralized public health systems are 
withdrawn and dismantled. These are also 
forms of bioterror. They are different from the 
acts of terrorists only because they are perpe- 
trated by the powerful, not the marginalised 
and the excluded, and they are committed for 
the fanaticism of the free market ideology, not 
fundamentalist religious ideologies. But in 
impact they are the same. They kill innocent 
people and species by spreading disease. 

Stopping the spread of bioterror at all these 
levels requires stopping the proliferation of 
technologies which create potentially hazard- 
ous biological organisms. It also requires stop- 
ping the proliferation of economic and trade 
policies which are crippling public health sys- 
tems, spreading infectious diseases and leay- 
ing societies more vulnerable to bioterrorism. 


Vandana Shiva is Director of the Research 
Foundation for Science, Technology and 
Ecology in New Delhi, India. 
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The Great 


Deception 


What really happened 


by Barrie Zwicker 


changes, including curtailment of civil liberties and 

threatened perpetual war. All rooted in the official 
story of what happened on September 11th. Namely that 
one evil man and his network are responsible. And that the 
American military, intelligence and political establishments 
were all caught totally off guard. 

Millions of intelligent people accept this story. “Any 
argument about any aspect of the conduct of the war against 
terrorism," as Globe апа Mail columnist John Ibbitson puts 
it, “must begin with those airplanes smashing into the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon. And then it must stay there 
and never move from that spot.” 

If it's that important - and I agree it is - then it’s the 
duty of the media and of intelligent citizens to inquire about 
any anomalies. For months I’ve been waiting in vain for 
the North American media to pursue questions about the 
startling events of September 11". 


S eptember llth has brought mostly unpleasant 


@moepl. |)? 


USA Air Force interceptor turns a wheel until it’s too late. 
Why? Was it total incompetence on the part of aircrews 
trained and equipped to scramble in minutes? 

Well, unlike the USA Air Force, I'll cut to the chase. 
Simply to ask a few questions is to find the official narra- 
tive frankly implausible. The more questions you pursue, 
it becomes more plausible that there's a different explana- 
tion: namely, that elements within the top USA military, 
intelligence and political leadership - which are closely 
intertwined - are complicit in what happened on Septem- 
ber the 1 1th. 

Why USA complicity, you ask? Well, to stampede 
public opinion into supporting the so-called war on terror- 
ism, to justify a war on Afghanistan for a future oil pipe- 
line, the grab for Middle East oil, big budget increases for 
the military, and the general drive for global domination 
by the American Empire. 

I know it sounds incredible. 


Why USA complicity, you ask? 
Well, to stampede public opinion into supporting the so-called 
war on terrorism, to justify a war on Afghanistan for a future oil pipeline, 
the grab for Middle East oil, big budget increases for the military, and 
the general drive for 
global domination by the American Empire. 
I know it sounds incredible. 


Collusion? 

The multiple hijackings are unprecedented. The first 
occurs at 7:45 in the moming. It’s a full hour before the 
first plane hits the World Trade Center. But it’s an hour 
and 20 minutes - and after the second plane hits - that the 
President allegedly becomes informed. Think about that. 
Then, he gives no orders. He continues to listen to a stu- 
dent talk about her pet goat. Why? It’s another 25 minutes 
until he makes a statement, even as flight 77 is making a 
bee-line for Washington, DC. ; 
In the almost two hours of the total drama not a single 


Simple Incompetence? 

A common explanation as to why no USA military 
interceptors took to the skies on September 11th until it 
was too late, is that it was “simple incompetence.” 

Well, let me deal with the “incompetence theory.” On 
October 26th, 1999 a chartered Learjet carrying golfer 
Payne Stewart crashed, killing all on board. The official 
National Transportation Safety Board crash report states 
that when the pilot didn’t respond to instructions, the con- 
troller called in the military. Note that he did not seek, nor 
did he require, the approval of the President of the United 
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States, ог indeed anyone. It’s standard procedure, followed 
routinely, to call in the Air Force when radio contact with 
a commercial passenger jet is lost, or the plane departs from 
its flight path, or anything along those lines occurs. Six- 
teen minutes later the F-16 reached the Learjet at 46,000 
feet and conducted a visual inspection. Total elapsed time: 
21 minutes. 

So what does this prove? Well, it proves that standing 
routines exist for dealing with all such emergencies, for 
instance loss of radio contact. All personnel in the air and 
on the ground are trained to follow the routines, which 


need to ask - if there were “stand down" orders. 


Osama bin Laden 


Osama is like a Rorschach ink blot. His character and 
role morph into what various publics project upon him, 
based on what they're led to believe. What do most sources 
agree on? We know bin Laden is born in Saudi Arabia in 
1957. Okay we're not sure about the year. His father be- 
comes a close friend of the king, and “fabulously wealthy." 
Bin Laden Corporation becomes one of the largest con- 
struction companies in the Middle East. 


That morning no interceptors responded in a timely fashion 
to the highest alert situation. 
Whatever the explanation for the huge failure, there have been no 
reports, to my knowledge, of reprimands. 
This further weakens the "Incompetence Theory." 
Incompetence usually earns reprimands. 


have been fine-tuned over decades, as the Learjet incident 
illustrates. 

For large scheduled aircraft, tracked throughout on 
radar, to depart extravagantly from their flight paths, would 
trigger numerous calls to the military, especially after two 
have hit the World Trade Centre and now one is speeding 
toward Washington, D.C. It flies over the White House, 
turns sharply and heads toward the Pentagon. Everyone - 
and I mean everyone - now knows these planes are very 
bad news. It's been reported on all TV networks for more 
than half an hour that this is a terrorist attack. 

Andrews Air Force Base is a huge installation. It's 
home base for two combat-ready squadrons of jet inter- 
ceptors mandated to ensure the safety of the USA capital. 
Andrews is only 12 miles from the White House. At 6:30 
on the evening of September 1 1th NBC Nightly News re- 
ported: “It was after the attack on the Pentagon that the Air 
Force then decided to scramble F-16s out of the DC Na- 
tional Guard Andrews Air Force Base." On September 12th, 
Andrews chose to update its website. I find it odd that after 
the update there's no mention of the F-16 and F-18 fight- 
ers. The base becomes, according to the website, home to 
a transport squadron only. 

Throughout the northeastern United States are many 
air bases. But that morning no interceptors responded in a 
timely fashion to the highest alert situation. Whatever the 
explanation for the huge failure, there have been no re- 
ports, to my knowledge, of reprimands. This further weak- 
ens the “Incompetence Theory.” Incompeience usually 
earns reprimands. This causes me to ask - and other media 


With his family's blessing Osama becomes closely 
associated with the CIA in the Afghan war against the So- 
viets. Bin Laden Corp built major training camps for the 
CIA. Atthis point bin Laden's story, like Stephen Leacock's 
horse, “rides madly off in all directions.” 

My questions: Did he turn against the CIA? Maintain 
ties while making anti-American statements? Was he ma- 
nipulated? 

The USA helped recruit, train and equip thousands of 
killer mujahideen in the anti-Soviet war. The White House 
“went underground" with this aid. This is detailed in the 
1993 book “The Outlaw Bank, A Wild Ride Into the Secret 
Heart of BCCI." BCCI stands for Bank of Credit and Com- 
merce International. It collapsed after exposure of its mas- 
sive fraud and corruption. The book's authors are Jonathan 
Beaty and S. C. Gwynne. Beaty was an investigative re- 
porter and senior correspondent for Time magazine; 
Gwynne was Time's economics editor and author of “Sell- 
ing Money." 

Further evidence ofthe long and deep involvement of 
the CIA in terrorism is found in the 1987 book The Crimes 
of Patriots, A True Tale of Dope, Dirty Money, and the 
CIA, by Jonathan Kwitny. Kwitny at the time had been a 
Wall Street Journal reporter for 16 years. He wrote that 
neither the director of the CIA nor the deputy director “had, 
in his career, shown any reluctance to shed American or 
foreign blood in covert military operations as a means to 
carrying out their assignments.” The book details “how 
some of the biggest names in American defense and intel- 
ligence were involved in an operation that promoted the 
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dope trade, tax evasion, and gun running...” 

What bugs me to no end is that mainstream media 
journalists operate as if these books - written by the most 
professional of their ranks - they operate as if these books, 
and others like them, don’t exist! Fellow journalists, the 
dots exist. For goodness’ sake, connect them while you 
can. There is plenty of solid evidence. But these dots, past 
and present, are never connected. Take this November 22nd 
front page story in The Globe and Mail. І almost missed 
the startling information in this myself because the head- 
line indulges a stereotypical Canadian self-putdown: us 
stupid Canadians, we let a terrorist - one Ali Mohamed - 
get away. 

The real story is buried. “Mr. Mohamed... was а USA 
Army sergeant... but trained bin Laden’s bodyguards.” 
What? “Ali Mohamed was in the Americans’ good 
books...” “...Ali Mohamed wasn’t so shadowy in those 
days. He was one of their guys.” A terrorist, one of the 
FBI's "guys?" 


» c 


The Oiligarchy 

Even among those who believe that the war on Af- 
ghanistan was part of the so-called war on terrorism, there's 
a fairly wide recognition that the outcome - the occupation 
of Afghanistan - might have something 
to do with the ambitions of USA oil 
corporations. We're at the end of the 
petroleum era. If you think this indus- 
try is rich and powerful now, wait *til 
the supply is clearly on the wane. Black 
gold is going to go platinum. 

Hey wait, we'll just switch to other 
energy sources, right? Wind, solar, 
biomass, tidal. Wrong. “АШ the alter- 
natives in the world," writes former USA army officer and 
political analyst Stan Goff, “cannot begin to provide more 
than a tiny fraction of the energy base now provided by 
oil. This makes it more than a resource, and the drive to 
control what's left more than an economic competition." 

A pipeline through Afghanistan is needed to carry an 
estimated 5-trillion dollars’ worth of Caspian oil and gas 
reserves to markets. A significant detail that surely is not 
lost on those in power in the United States. So Just who are 

these people? 

> George W. Bush was СЕО of Harken Energy. 

7 George Herbert Walker Bush, his dad and the former 
president, was an oil man. Now he's on the board of the 
Carlyle Group, which is heavily invested in oil and arma- 
ments. 
> Dick Cheney was Secretary of Defense during Desert 
He prm down to become CEO of Halliburton 


Still not convinced? 
How about the 
typically garbled 


words of the 
President himself? 


> Donald Evans, Bush’s Commerce Secretary, was with 
Colorado Oil. 

> Zalmay Khalilzad is the Bush-appointed special envoy 
to Afghanistan. Khalilzad previously was an aide to the 
American oil company Unocal. He drew up Unocal’s risk 
analysis on its proposed trans-Afghan gas pipeline. 

> Khalilzad reports to Condoleeza Rice, Bush’s national 
security adviser. When she was a board director of Chev- 
ron Corporation, she served as its principal expert on 
Kazakhstan, where Chevron holds the largest concession 
of any of the international oil companies. 

> Khalilzad will liaise with the new Afghani leader Hamed 
Karzai. A former consultant to Unocal. 

You get the idea, A General Motors president once 
said: “Structure is strategy in slow motion.” The structure 
of this cabinet shows, in my opinion, the primacy of oil 
interests. 

How does this connect with the events of 9/11? Well, 
it’s hard to just invade a country out of the blue, I believe. 
The perfect pretext is a so-called war on terrorism - founded 
firmly, so far, upon the official narrative of what happened 
on September 11". The psychological trick at the heart of 
September 11th, by the way, is that people confuse their 
compassion for the victims with their certainty about who 
the perpetrators are. The public was 
presented with instant perpetrators. The 
trick will most likely continue work- 
ing for all future planned invasions - 
looks as if Iraq is next - so long as 
the public remains blindfolded by 
the media. 

So 9/11 serves the ends of the 
Oiligarchy. That does not, in itself, 
prove a connection between Big Oil 
and what happened on September 1 1th. But put it together 
with other evidence. Just part of which is the illegal im- 
portation, training and protection of terrorists on USA soil 
by the CIA. The much-publicized failure of USA intelli- 
gence. The failure of the USA Air Force on the day. The 
inexplicable trades of United and American Airlines stocks 
in the days prior. The big economic difficulties the Bush 
administration was facing. And the looming Enron 
scandal. 


And the President Said: 

Still not convinced? How about the typically garbled 
words of the President himself? From the transcript (found 
on the White House website) of a Town Hall session in 
Orlando, Florida on December 4, 2001: 

JORDAN (a third grader): “ How did you feel when 
you heard about the terrorist attack?” [applause] 

THE PRESIDENT: “Thank you, Jordan. Well, Jor- 
dan I was sitting outside the classroom waiting to go in, 


BRIARPATCH 


APRIL 2002 


and I saw ап airplane hit the tower - the ТУ was obviously 
on. And I used to fly, myself, and I said, well, there’s one 
terrible pilot. But I was whisked off there, I didn’t have 
much time to think about it. And I was sitting in the class- 
room, and Andy Card, my Chief of Staff walked in and 
said, ‘A second plane has hit the tower, America is under 
attack.’ And, Jordan, I wasn’t sure what to think at first.” 

Wait a minute! The President tells us he saw the in- 
credible image of the first plane going in. He went ahead 
with an easily-cancelled appointment. Why? He tells us he 
knew his country was under attack, yet he continued to 
listen to a student talk about her pet goat, and such, for 
another 25 minutes. Why? 

In other words, no matter how you cut it, George W. 
Bush is play-acting. There are many other facts, equally 
puzzling. His schedule and whereabouts had been publicly 
announced. Why did the Secret Service not whisk him away 
for safety’s sake? 

What will it take to snap people out of the hypnotic 
trance of the official story and start asking questions? Un- 
til the world finds out the truth about what really happened 
on September 11", the world is held hostage to the so- 
called war on terrorism. And surely it's time to recognize 
that for what it is: harsh final steps to what the USA mili- 
tary terms “full spectrum dominance.” 


Conspiracy Theory? 

The use of the term “conspiracy theory” is highly prob- 
lematic, notwithstanding that it is so widely tossed out, 
always accompanied by a rolling of the eyes, etc. It’s high 
time that the illegitimacy of this term is exposed. 

[a] There are such things as conspiracies, large and 
small. Conspiracy is recognized in law as a crime. There's 
“conspiracy to defraud,” “conspiracy to commit murder,” 
and so on. 

[b] People seem to have forgotten about some of the 
really large conspiracies. A small number of Nazis, in se- 
cret, lay plans to deceive everyone possible about their plans 
- executed all too successfully - to exterminate 6-million 
Jews. And also, let us not forget, millions of Communists 
and socialists (the only two groups that saw through Hitler 
during his entire rise and consistently opposed him), as 
well as Gypsies, the disabled, homosexuals, Slavs and oth- 
ers. 

[c] There’s an uncomplicated definition of conspiracy. 
It’s when a small group, operating in secret, plan actions 
which harm the public interest. So the word "conspiracy" 
is not tainted, is not rhetorical. 

[d] There are such things as theories. Theorizing is a 
key tool in the scientific method, and indeed is also used 
by all of us in our everyday lives. It consists - when we 
face something puzzling - of marshalling as many as pos- 
sible already-known facts, to see which combination of 
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these best explains the puzzle. A theory's position among 
competing theories will change as more facts are brought 
to bear. 

[e] Therefore the term which combines these two un- 
controversial words, namely the term “conspiracy theory,” 
should be used without fear or favour as a descriptive term 
and not with rolling of eyes as a putdown of anyone who 
brings forward the theory that there is, or may be, a con- 
spiracy in connection with some particular event or series 
of events. 

[f] In respect specifically of the events of Sept. 11th, 
the official narrative (one bad guy and his network did it; 
the whole of the USA military, intelligence and political 
establishment was caught totally off guard) surely must 
be classified as a theory. Albeit one promoted by the larg- 
est propaganda effort in world history. Those who cling 
to this theory, must attempt to explain: 

- Why did no USAF interceptors move a wheel until too 
late? 

- Why did the defensive capabilities built into the White 
House not kick in, when a large menacing aircraft known 
at the time to be on a suicide mission flew directly over 
the White House? 

- Why was there was insider trading in United and Ameri- 
can Airlines stock prior to the events of Sept. 11th? 

- How it can be ruled out that the long and closely-knit 
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activities of the CIA and USA special forces with the 
Al-Quaeda and other terrorist groups and individuals 
was not relevant to the events of Sept 11th? 

- Why was Bush videotaped “first hearing the news" 
at 9:05 on Sept 11" when there's plenty of evidence - 
including his own words - that he knew of major trou- 
ble previously? 

- Why did he at Booker Elementary School continue 
to listen to a student talk about 
her pet goat, and so on for 25 
more minutes? 

- Why, for hours later that day, 
did he do nothing relevant to the 
events? 

- Why did he not vigorously 
push, shortly after, for a full in- 
vestigation of the USAF failure, 
the CIA failure and other associ- 
ated failures? 

- Why has he shown no interest 
in full investigation? 

- Why instead is he asking that 
investigation into the events of 
Sept. 11th be LIMITED! 

- What to make of the evidence 
that a war by the USA against Afghanistan was dis- 
cussed and planned up to four years ago? 

- What to make of the fact that leading members of 
the Bush administration have long and deep interests 
in the oil reserves of the world - of Afghanistan? 

- Why should the tried-and-true test of detectives about 
means, motive and opportunity not be applied to the 
crimes of Sept 11th? 

- What might be the relevance of the fact that Zbigniew 
Brzezinski, a prime security advisor to a series of USA 
presidents including the incumbent, states in his 1997 
book The Grand Chessboard (page 36) that “the pur- 
suit of power is not a goal that commands popular pas- 
sion, except in conditions of a sudden threat or chal- 
lenge to the public's sense of domestic well-being."? 
- Why has Osama bin Laden gone so mysterious miss- 
ing? Why did Donald Rumsfeld suggest - as the war 
on Afghanistan was just getting underway - “We may 
never find bin Laden?" Why has no credible evidence 

of bin Laden's connection to the events of Sept 11th 
yet been put forward by the American administration? 

- Why has the “war on terrorism" been seized by the 
Bush administration to roll back civil liberties, push 
for an obscene boost in military spending and push for 
an illogical investment in the missile shield? 
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There's an urgent need 
for understanding and 
no time to waste. 

If the first anniversary 
of 9/11 comes around 
with the official version 


intact, it will tend to 
cement that version 
into what's left of 
history and help bring 
on a new Dark Ages. 


- Whether the resumption of the poppy crop in Af- 
ghanistan is related to all this in any way? 

- Why the USA authorities have not attempted to deny 
that a member of Pakistani intelligence (ISI) wired 
$100,000 to Mohammed Atta - the lead hijacker - 
shortly before Sept. 11th? 

- Why, in that connection, we should not consider it 
relevant that the CIA and ISI have worked hand-in- 

glove for years? 


These are only a few of the 
facts and questions that need to 
be addressed by all those who, 
rather than deal with the above, 
simply state that to even raise 
these issues is to be “а conspiracy 
theorist.” I think the shoe is on 
the other foot. For anyone to con- 
tinue to place his or her faith in 
the official story of the events of 
Sept 11th, he or she must, so far 
as І can see, be either an "incom- 
petence theorist,” or a “coinci- 
dence theorist.” 

There’s an urgent need for un- 
derstanding and no time to waste. If the first anniver- 
sary of 9/11 comes around with the official version 
intact, it will tend to cement that version into what’s 
left of history and help bring on a new Dark Ages. I 
think we’ve got to work for, and hope for, a serious 
crack in the foundations of the official narrative by early 
September. 


Barrie Zwicker, former Globe and Mail and To- 
ronto Star writer, is producer of media criticism for 
Vision TV and host of VisionTV Insight, the MediaFile 
Edition. This article is an excerpt from his six-part TV 
series. 
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The Short Life 
of Camp Campbell 


йу Terry Wot fwod 


© n February 6, the day of massive student 
demonstrations against tuition fee hikes, 
student activists set up a camp on the 
grounds of the BC Legislature in Victoria. 
They were joined by other activists and the 
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Garden and compost on lawn of Legislature 


homeless until finally there were dozens of tents, plastic 
tarps, and sod houses between the totem poles and the tulip 
beds. A community of about 50 people set up a cook tent, 
acquired furniture and a fire barrel, and made a garden and 
a composter. 

They planned to be in for the long haul and more joined 
them on February 23. That’s the day 25,000 BC citizens 
came to protest the cruel anti-people policies of the BC Lib- 
erals - renamed “BC Liars” on many banners and flags, in- 
cluding flags that appeared on the Empress Hotel’s flag- 
pole. 

Among the daffodils and cherry blossoms appearing 


as usual at this time of the year, hundreds of placards have 
sprouted in gardens saying, *Campbell's cuts are too deep.” 
Signs in the windows of businesses say, "We support social 
services," and stop signs the city over are plastered with 
one word under the STOP - simply, “CAMPBELL.” 

On February 27, the Supreme Court issued an order of 
eviction to the camp. Most left peacefully, going back on 
the streets. A few resisted while others, with the help of 
community supporters, tried to claim some of their seized 
possessions. Throughout the whole time ofthe camp a group 
of supporters had provided groceries, clothing, bedding, fuel 
and equipment. The supporters also kept a witness watch 
on the camp to ensure they were not illegally harassed. 


Late night eviction 


The homeless are back on the street now, hanging 
around city hall, sleeping where they can. No one accepted 
responsibility for finding a place for them. Community sup- 
porters are still in touch and plan a supper and video party 
for the campers. One witness said his final sight ofthe camp 
was the two last campers borrowing rakes from the cleanup 
contractors and quietly raking their garden away. 
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The New Era: 
Counting the Costs 


by J ohn Hillian 


Hardly had the dust settled from the first big rally against 
Gordon Campbell’s BC Liberals “New Era” - not yet even 
9 months old - and the debate was going on about how many 
people actually attended. Police estimates were that 20,000 
marched in convergence from a few different points to the 
BC Legislature. The local paper said 25,000. The CBC said 
30,000. Rally organizer Jim Sinclair, President of the BC 
Federation of Labour, said 40,000 and still others said 50,000 
and the biggest in Victoria’s history. 

I was there and it was hard to tell who was right. Any- 
way, there were also at least another 20 or 30 thousand peo- 
ple who turned out to rallies throughout the province on the 
same day for the same reasons. 

What was clear for everyone involved, was the unani- 
mous disgust with which the agenda of the Government was 
critiqued by speakers and representatives from a wide cross 
section of the BC population; First Nations spokespersons 
awaiting a racially inspired May referendum on treaty rights, 
health care workers angry at the Government’s lack of re- 


Unions and First Nations organizations joined the march 
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spect for signed contracts, women’s groups stunned by the 
withdrawal of family services, anti-poverty groups incredu- 
lous at a reduction in welfare rates of $50 per month. I could 
go on and on and on. 

We knew that after 10 years of the NDP there would 
be some fairly drastic changes. But even many of the Liber- 
al's supporters think that Gordon ( read Fraser Institute) 
Campbell has gone much further than expected. Conserva- 
tive economics observers agree that a $2.2 billion tax cut 
that disproportionately favours those in upper income brack- 
ets was ill-timed. Rather it is the main reason for the in- 
flated size of the BC deficit (blamed on the previous admin- 
istration who incidentally balanced their last 2 budgets). But 
hey! After 11,000 civil service layoffs we know that the 
ultra-right would rather steal from the poor and give to their 
rich corporate friends, and that is exactly what they are in 
the process of doing. 

When resistance is strong like in Victoria last week- 
end, the only numbers that will be debated are how many 
months can this government last when it is so against the 
very people who it claims to serve? 


John Hillian is a long-time social justice activist with 
the Central America Support Committee and Café Simpa- 
tico, and a member of the British Colombia Government 
Employees Union where he works with seniors in a Veter- 
ans’ Facility. 
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HALIBUT Steaks, Fresh COD, Live 
LOBSTERS, Fresh SOLE, Atlantic 
SCALLOPS, Fresh or Smoked 
SALMON, Jumbo SHRIMPS, Fresh 
PICKEREL, King CRAB LEGS, 
Fresh WHITEFISH, Salt or Pickeled 
HERRING, Rainbow TROUT, Smoked 
GOLDEYE, Red SNAPPER, and 
MUCH MORE! 


13th & Robinson, Regina 
525-9147 
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B. C. Government and Service Employees’ Union 

Health Sciences Association of British Columbia 

Alberta Union of Provincial Employees 

Saskatchewan Government and General Employees’ Union 
Manitoba Government and General Employees’ Union 
Ontario Liquor Board Employees’ Union 

Ontario Public Service Employees Union 

Brewery, General and Professional Workers Union 


Canadian Union of Brewery and General Workers 


Ш 15 AURIGA DRIVE : 
NEPEAN, ONTARIO New Brunswick Government Employees Union 
BUNCE IB? New Brunswick Public Employees Association 
Wi [613] 228-9800 Nova Scotia Government and General Employees Union 
FAX [613] 228-9801 
PEI Union of Public Sector Employees 
Bl www.nupge. 
PI Newfoundland & Labrador Association 
WP natonalQnupge.ca | of Public and Private Employees 


UPGE is an affiliate of the Canadian Labour Congress and a member of the Public Services International 


Another World Is Possible 


Scenes and stories from 


pans.” 


pans at demonstrations. For a week thousands of activ- 

ists from around the world, speaking many languages, 
gathered in the humid heat, torrential rain, and relent- 
less sun of Brazil. They banged the pots and pans of activ- 
ist wisdom and then used the pans to create a potluck of 
food for that other possible world. 


|: is a tradition for women in Argentina to bang pots and 


Forum Organization 

The World Social Forum is the inspired result of dis- 
cussions between Brazilian and European activists who 
wanted to create a space where activists from social move- 
ments everywhere could meet, talk and plan for a better 
world. The first forum, held last year in response to the 
annual meeting of the economic elites in Davos, Switzer- 
land, was such a success it was repeated this year to coin- 
cide with the economic forum in New York, and is planned 
again for 2003. 

The conference is organized by eight Brazilian organi- 
zations and this year they added an advisory committee of 
international organizations. It is mainly funded by the so- 
cialist governments of the city of Porto Alegre and the state 
of Rio Grande do Sul, but they take no part in the confer- 
ence planning. A staff of six in a small office in Sao Paulo 
do all the nitty-gritty work with the help of volunteers. It is 
paperless organizing; everything, including registration, is 
done by computer. 


“We do not sound the clarion of romantic 
literature, nor the broken chains of hard labour, 
nor the drums of war... We bang the pots and 


by Herminia Denot. 


report and photos by Theresa Wolfwood 


the World Social Forum 2002, 
in Porto Alegre, Brazil 


-from La Resistancia de las Cacerolas, 


Forum Diversity 

The themes of the Forum were as diverse as the par- 
ticipants: from trade agreements to decriminalized abor- 
tion, from free radio stations to genetic modification, from 
Palestine to Colombia, from space research to workers’ 
health. At the opening rally and ceremony in an open air 
amphitheatre by the river, I met French organic farm activ- 
ists, a famous South African anti-apartheid poet, Women 
in White Scarfs ( the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo from 
Argentina), a sleazy corporate Canadian coming “to help 
Brazil,” an accordion playing Communist MP from Swit- 
zerland, Brazilian students wanting to talk English and help 
me with Portuguese, Brazilian women trying to stop a new 
hydroelectric development, Italian veterans of the Battle 
of Genoa and many more. 


Free Trade Area of the Americas 

The biggest political issue in Brazil is the threat of the 
Free Trade Area of the Americas. The Brazilians at the 
Forum were clear: ALCA NAO! At one session on trade 
agreements Martin Khor of the Malaysia-based Third World 
Network warned that “Brazil was the Prize.” With 160 
million people, a large educated and consuming class, a 
well developed infrastructure and industrial base, immense 
natural resources and incredible biodiversity, Brazil is in- 
deed the prize. Most Latin American countries have been 
destabilized and impoverished by USA backed wars, eco- 
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nomic havoc wreaked by institutions like the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank, and a sellout of na- 
tional sovereignity. It is very important that Canadians sup- 
port Brazil in their struggle to defeat the FTAA. 


Protecting the Environment 

Politicians were not invited to speak at the actual fo- 
rum but at a pre-forum meeting the senator from the Ama- 
zon spoke. Described as an inspiration to all Brazilian 
women, Marina Silva, is a frail, dark-eyed, gentle 41-year- 
old woman who “came from the forest." The daughter of 
rubber-tappers, she was illiterate 
until she was an adult and then 
acquired education and political 
office in spite of neurological 
problems caused by mercury poi- 
soning. Silva leads the struggle 
against biopiracy in a process that 
she says is as important as the 
product. She is proposing “соПес- 
tive legislation" that comes from 
social discussion and the wisdom 
of her society. She believes laws 
must protect the knowledge and 
benefits of genetic resources for 
all - even as giant corporations like 
Novartis move in to grab the esti- 
mated $3 trillion worth of 
biodiversity in the Amazon. Silva 
works for the adoption of policy 
based on the needs of the people, 
that includes the social, economic, 
cultural, political and ethical val- 
ues that preserve the obvious but intangible benefits of a 
healthy ecosystem. 

Muriel Saragoussi, from a Brazilian NGO, called on 
us to assert "the right not to consume,” and to raise public 
awareness everywhere, that biodiversity is not a raw mate- 
rial to exploit. Her vision recognizes people and biodiversity 
as compatible. People must protect ecosystems from the 
minority control of economic industry. We are all part of 
nature and by preserving nature we preserve ourselves. 


Agriculture 

Jose Hoffman, Secretary of Agriculture in Rio Grande 
do Sul, was another politician who spoke at the pre-con- 
ference meeting, saying that world hunger is a political 
problem and cannot be solved by genetic modification. He 
said seed patents destroy sovereignty and undermine the 
right to clean, natural food. He deplored the loss of family 
farms. His government is returning land to people, most 
recently to 13,000 women farmers. The state funds and 
Supports farmers and agricultural organizations who farm 
organically, and those working to restore a balance between 


Senator Marina Silva suffers from 
mercury poisoning 


farms, fishing and forest. He emphasized that, "Health is a 
part of biodiversity." Porto Alegre has a large organic food 
market and the conference had a cluster of organic food 


cafes and booths. 


Space Station in Amazonia 
At one session we learned that Amazonia (a bioregion 


including parts of Brazil and other countries) now harbours 
a sinister unacknowledged international space station for 
“atmospheric research.” Alfredo Wagner, a Brazilian an- 
thropologist, says that a joint effort of the USA, Germany, 
Russia and the Ukraine is de- 
veloping the base for rocket 
launching because this can be 
done cheaper and more accu- 
rately close to the equator. 
Thousands of indigenous peo- 
ple have been evicted from 
their land and only the mili- 
tary can now enter this secret 
area. He said military control 
of Amazonia is related not 
only to the corporate space in- 
dustries but to transnational 
mining and biotechnology 
companies. Information and 
research, protected by the 
military, is used by a power- 
ful coalition of compatible in- 
terests. This type of power 
block always requires the 
complicity of national govern- 
ments. Here is where social 


movements must act to inform and resist. I thought of the 
Canadian north and wonder how many of us really know 
what is going оп “up there" in our own country. 


Colombia 
Тһе protection of corporations in Colombia dates back 


to 1916 and the interests of Standard Oil. Héctor Mondragon 
said that the Mien Kampf of the social genocide of peas- 
ants is Accelerating Development, written by a Canadian, 
L. Carey who was an advisor to five presidents of Colom- 
bia. His advise, to lure peasants into the wage economy or 
push them off the land, was followed and then accelerated 
by political genocide of all peasant opposition. 

The most popular peasant leader, and candidate for 
presidency, was assassinated. Political opposition murdered 
includes mayors, city councillors, congresspersons and 
senators. Social leaders are also killed; in human rights and 
peasant groups, and last year alone 157 labour leaders were 
assassinated. Mondragon says that narcotraffic is a result 
of militarization - not the cause of it. The USA claims that 
Colombia is a democracy, but Mondragon prefers to call it 
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“Action is the Mother of Hope” 
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Terry Wolfwood with Dennis Brutus, 
South African poet. 


a “genocidal democracy.” 

USA interests go well beyond the 
selling of weapons to support USA oil 
and energy corporations with grossly 
unfair treaties signed by the Colom- 
bian politicians in a complete union 
of politics and oil. A new Vietnam is 
predicted where the USA can invade 
Venezuela, which has a socialist gov- 
ernment, using Colombia and already 
occupied areas of Bolivia, Ecuador 
and islands off Venezuela that were 
given to the USA by the Dutch with 
special agreements for Shell Oil. 

When Mondragon finished 
speaking I felt ill. I looked at him and 
wondered how long he will be allowed 
to live? This is region we do not know 
enough about in Canada and we must 
increase our solidarity work with Co- 
lombian peace and justice activists. 


Palestine 

1 also felt ill and disturbed after 
hearing Palestinian and Israeli speak- 
ers talk about the terrible crisis in their 
region. The constant killings, house 


elimination of indigenous peoples 
and their culture had been 
predicted for the new millenium. 


- Pablo Neruda. 


the impoverished region, on top of the political betrayal 
and military oppression. With Canada's continuing sup- 
port of sanction against Iraq, and our participation in the 
war against Afghanistan, and our new “anti-terrorist” laws, 
Canada and its leaders - the USA and Britain - face the 
danger of becoming militarized democracies like Israel, said 
one speaker identified only by a pseudonym. 


Rigoberta Menchü 

One of the last events I attended was a testimonial by 
Nobel Laureate, Rigoberta Menchü, of Guatemala. Look- 
ing exactly the same, but sounding much happier than she 
was 10 years ago, the Mayan leader was confident of the 
success of our dreams and aspirations. She said activists 
were dreamers - of unity in diversity, peaceful feminist 
transformation, and dedication to a real world of solidar- 
ity. She recalled that the elimination of indigenous peoples 
and their culture had been predicted for the new millenium. 
And here she was - the embodiment of indigenous survival 
and vitality the world over! “Hurrah for life" Menchú 
laughed as she encouraged us to stick to our common agenda 
of justice while “we love more and strive more.” 


Actions and Visions 

The main reason I went to the Forum, beyond hear- 
ing important information and analysis, was to learn from 
others how to create that other 
possible world. To see how “ас- 
tion creates ideas," as expressed 
by Hilary Wainwright, editor of 
Britain's Red Pepper. 

In my own workshop, at- 
tended by activists from all con- 
tinents, we discussed this theme; 
how youth and women in Uganda 
and Kenya write and perform dra- 
mas based on social and political 
issues, how banners can be used 
to connect people and for inspi- 
ration, the Women in Black 
movement that has spread from 
Israel and Palestine to women's 
group everywhere, how dates se- 
cretly imported from Iraq are sold 
in Europe and at the WSF. 

А woman from Zambia told 
of a movement to stop the presi- 
dent from running for an illegal 
third term. Everyone, including 
civil servants, wore something 
green. On Friday night at 5 PM 
every car horn was sounded, peo- 


demolitions, detention and control of movement, food and ple on foot blew whistles - and it worked! 


water to Palestine has led to a major humanitarian crisis in 
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In Brazil there are over 20,000 “free radio stations” 
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Stones from all over the world will be set into а mosaic 


in a city park. 


operating out of homes and vehicles to serve community 
interests. About 5000 T-shirts have been distributed with 
instructions printed on them on how to set up a transmitter. 
An Italian activist suggested that all people in social move- 
ments pay a TV tax until each region can produce inde- 
pendent TV programs. Another Italian works to set up 
websites - now threatened by Italy’s right-wing regime - 
that are backed up in other countries. 

Gigi Francisco of the Philippines warned against too 
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Walden Bello of the Philippines says the secret 
of success is in the hard grunt work 
between the big events. 


much centralization of social groups and that 
we must do our best work in the community 
and link it globally. 

Walden Bello, from Focus on the Glo- 
bal South in the Philippines anda wise man 
of democracy movements, said the secret of 
success is in the hard grunt work between 
the big events. He said we do have leaders - 
they are unelected and offer us inspiration, 
and moral and ethical guidance. 


A Possible World in Canada 

I returned to Victoria to see Camp 
Campbell on the legislature grounds - tents, 
a dome, a garden and compost box, home 
for 50 activists and street people - being dis- 
mantled in accordance with a court order. 
And people and the mainstream media were 
going crazy over a hockey game. I returned home deter- 
mined to work harder on small local actions - but hockey 
mania made me wonder. How do we inspire Canadians to 
care as much about defeating the USA’s international agree- 
ments like the FTAA, as they do about a hockey game? 


Terry Wolfwood represented the Barnard-Boecker 
Centre Foundation of Victoria at the World Social Forum 
For more information check www.islandnet.com/~bbbcf 


CUSO is looking for 

Canadians with skills and 

experience in agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries, environment, and community 
activism to work in volunteer programmes 
in some thirty countries world-wide. 
Standard contracts: 2 years, plus language 
training, basic cost of living and benefits. 


Since 1961, more than 12,000 Canadians have 
gone overseas to work with CUSO's partners. 
CUSO supports alliances for global social justice. 
We work with people striving for freedom, 
self-determination, gender and racial 

equality and cultural survival. 


If the time is not right for you to commit 
to an overseas posting, you may want 

to volunteer your time, energy 

and expertise on a 

local committee. 


Check our web site at www.cuso.org 
for current postings and information on how to apply 
or call 1-888-434-CUSO (2876) 
for the office nearest you. 
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Tiere Is No Atternative - 


This neo-liberal expression is getting put to rest in Brazil 
as viable alternatives are being put in place. 


by Charlie Clark 


At the tail-end of the World Economic Forum in New York 
City in early February, the New York Times’ sparse coverage 
of the demonstrations outside included a discussion with Josh 
Lanier, hip young business executive and delegate, who 
stated “the protesters are in this phase of being more inter- 
ested in being able to complain than to help, I just feel like 
this is a lazy movement saying, ‘We don't like it and it's not 
our job to figure out what to do’.” 

I read this on the plane as I was returning from the World 
Social Forum in Brazil. This Forum was a gathering of 60,000 
intellectuals, activists, and civil society members which was 
specifically focused on building alternatives to the neo-lib- 
eral models being put forward at the Economic Forum in 
New York City. Ironically, the North American media gave 
almost no coverage to the Social Forum, an important and 


concerns are hijacked by security concerns, and the status 
quo takes a dramatic shift to the right, we find that the win- 
dow of hope, creativity, and motivation has shrunk that much 
more. In Brazil, I found that this window was propped open 
wide, held there by the existence of working alternatives to 
neo-liberalism. Two of the models that I think are important 
to get the word out about are the radically democratic gov- 
ernance ofthe Worker's Party (PT), and the successful lead- 
ership of the militant grassroots Landless Rural Workers 
Movement (MST). 

Much of the support and initiative for the World Social 
Forum came from the left-wing PT in Brazil, which been in 
power municipally for over 10 years in Porto Alegre, and 
for the past four years at the State level in Rio Grande do 
Sul. The PT has been responsible for one of the most excit- 


By staving off corruption and putting money where It is needed most, there has been 
significant Infrastructure development, providing water, roads, housing, education, 
and health services to many of the city's poorest neighbourhoods. 


inspiring event. Instead, I returned home to hear George Bush 
proclaiming his discovery of the “axis of evil,” glossed over 
tales about the incredible Enron collapse, and stories of the 
unyielding devastation being wrought on British Columbia 
by Gordon Campbell's neo-liberal wrecking ball. 

What strikes me is that in North America there has been 
a steady erosion of creativity and of hope for models based 
on social justice. Instead, the powerful coalition between 
the media, the government, and the private sector bulldozes 
ahead with their purely economic driven neo-liberal agenda 
proclaiming “There Is No Alternative" every step ofthe way. 
This is all the more obvious since September 11. As social 
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ing experiments in democracy in the past decade - the Par- 
ticipatory Budget. In place since 1989, the Participatory 
Budget is an annual process that engages 10-15,000 resi- 
dents of Porto Alegre in determining the budget priorities 
for their respective neighbourhoods for each year. During 
this process, people are provided with an in-depth overview 
of the state of the budget for that year. They then come to- 
gether in neighbourhood councils and debate and discuss 
what they think the spending priorities should be for that 
year. 

This process has been very successful in Porto Alegre. 
By staving off corruption and putting money where it is 
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needed most, there has been significant infrastructure de- 
velopment, providing water, roads, housing, education, and 
health services to many of the city’s poorest neighbourhoods. 
At the same time the PT are trusted and respected by many 
of the city’s middle and upper class people for their honesty 
and efficiency in the way they run things. Even business 
magazines in Brazil have rated Porto Alegre as the city with 
the highest quality of life. This has meant that the PT has 
been elected to office in Porto Alegre four consecutive times. 
In addition the 
PT has become a sub- 
stantial force in the 
rest of Brazil at the 
municipal, state, and 
even federal level. 
The party has won 
municipal elections in 
dozens of cities and 
towns around Brazil 
and has been elected 
to its first state gov- 
ernment - Rio Grande 
do Sul (Porto Alegre’s 
state).In the three 
years that they have 
been running the par- 
ticipatory budget in 
that state they have 
seen participation in 
the budgeting process 
grow to over 200,000 
participants per year. 
They have projects 
underway facilitating 
community-based 
education, agrarian reform, housing construction in slums, 
cleaning up corruption and repression in the police forces, 
and supporting small local business initiatives and develop- 
ment amongst other things. Moreover, Luis Inácio “Lula” 
da Silva, the charismatic and popular leader of the party at 
the federal level, is looking to be a serious contender in the 
federal elections this fall. 

The policies, the language, and the orientation of this 
party represent a dramatic resistance to the conservative neo- 
liberal approach that is becoming so predominant in most of 
the world. They have developed processes and institutions 
of real participatory democracy and social investment, and 
it is working. 

At the same time as the PT is transforming the political 
landscape of Southern Brazil, the Movimento dos 
Trabalhadores Rurais Sem Terra (MST), has become a pow- 
erful example of a successful grass roots social movement 
combining direct action with innovative social organizing. 
The movement began in 1984 in reaction to the state of land 
distribution in Brazil. Less than one percent of the popula- 


One of the families who have occupied land and 
transformed it into a productive, organic farm 
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tion owned over fifty percent of the arable land, and much 
of it lay unused. Taking advantage of a clause in the consti- 
tution that states that land has a social value and so unused 
portions of it can be expropriated by the government, the 
MST (landless rural workers) began to settle on pieces of 
land and demand the right to make use of it adopting the 
slogan “Occupy, Resist, Produce." 

These occupations faced violent repression by the state 
police and the landowners' henchmen, resulting in several 
massacres and hun- 
dreds of arrests. Over 
1000 people have 
been killed in Brazil 
over land conflicts in 
the last 10 years. De- 
spite this violence, the 
MST have continued 
their occupations. As 
word of their struggle 
got out, and they 
gained support from 
different parts of Bra- 
zilian society and the 
international commu- 
nity, they were able to 
put enough pressure 
on the government to 
concede their 
mands for land. 

This struggle has 
seen remarkable re- 
sults. In the past dec- 
ade they have settled 
over 260,000 families 
on 1,600 farms in 23 
states of Brazil. What is even more remarkable about this 
movement is that in both their organizing and the running of 
their operations once they are settled, they consistently prac- 
tice participatory democracy and collective decision-mak- 
ing. In addition, the farms adopt only organic agricultural 
production practices. 

I had a chance to visit one such farm and it was incred- 
ible. I visited the Productive Cooperative of Charqueadas 
(СОРАС), a collective of 46 families that has been farming 
800 hectares of land outside of Porto Alegre since 199], 
mostly producing rice, vegetables, milk and pigs. This farm 
exemplifies the cooperative organizing style the MST is 
known for. All profits that the farm collect are shared be- 
tween all of the members equally. Work tasks are divided 
into five different production groups so that each person has 
atask anda role to play in making the operation run smoothly. 
Issues and problems are worked out at regular meetings of 
the community that are the main decision making forums. 
This farm collectively produces enough food so that they 
use only 10 percent for their own needs, and sell the surplus 


de- 


are 
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out of their own store located in town. They have established 
a school on their cooperative that is attended by not just their 
own children, but also children from the surrounding area. 
They are experimenting with innovative methods of rice pro- 
duction, pig farming and vegetable production. 

Like many of their organizing practices, their farming 
appears to follow a natural logic about how things should be. 
When I asked one of our guides about why they chose or- 
ganic farming, she simply stated “because it is healthier.” 
University professors and students are coming from all parts 
of the world to study how these groups of people, who only 
15 years ago were homeless and mostly illiterate, have be- 
come leaders in agriculture and community development on 
their own terms. 

During our visit to the cooperative we had a chance to 
hear from community members about the history of their 
struggle and the way their community has developed. Dur- 
ing their initial occupation in the 80s they spent three years 
in limbo, with a very tentative hold on their position. “We 
always tried to negotiate with the Govern- 
ment,” stated Gaurencho, one of our tour 
guides. At times they spent months with lit- 
tle food, surrounded by soldiers and hench- 
men who were steadily drinking and pro- 
viding constant harassment. This culminated 
in a terrible massacre in which several peo- 
ple were killed. It was the first government- 
led massacre after the end of the military 
dictatorship. 

This caused the media and the church 
to pay attention and eventually led to the 
settlement of 300 families. As they were get- 
ting close to becoming settled, the members 
of the struggle got together and discussed 
their situation." We realized that just the land 
wasn't enough," Gaurencho states. "Our fa- 
thers and our ancestors had land and they 
were still poor and barely able to survive, so we realized that 
we had to have the land and we had to survive on it. So we 
began to talk about collective work, cooperatives, working 
as associations." It was out of this recognition that the cur- 
rent cooperative approach to living and working was born, 
an approach that the MST themselves regard as a key ele- 
ment to their success. 

The MST also made it clear that their struggle goes well 
beyond their own farms. While in Rio Grande do Sul the 
MST now has a pretty good relationship with the PT govern- 
ment and the police, there are many landless in other parts of 
Brazil who are still struggling for recognition. In addition, 
one of the women leaders in the camp was clear that “this is 
not only a local problem but it is a global problem, and we 
have to fight for the whole global system." This militance is 
reflected in the role that the MST plays as a leader in the 
struggle for social justice in Brazil. During the World Social 
Forum the MST was a significant presence in the march 


Farmer feeds the fish that 
serve as "organic 
pesticide" for the rice crop 


against the FTAA, in many of the workshops and seminars 
strategizing resistance to neo-liberalism and USA interven- 
tions, and were centrally involved in key declarations that 
came out of the conference. During the first World Social 
Forum, Joao Pedro Stedile made the stance of the MST clear 
when he stated, “it’s not enough to be in favour of the poor, 
you have to be against the rich." 

Make no mistake, southern Brazil continues to suffer 
from one ofthe largest gaps between the rich and the poor of 
any country in the world. The unemployment level is around 
30 percent, the minimum wage is very low and often ignored, 
land distribution continues to be extremely unequal, and rac- 
ism against the indigenous and black populations continues 
to run deep in Brazilian society. The PT party is widely criti- 
cized from within for slowly becoming more centrist, for let- 
ting go of its socialist roots, for not being serious about the 
environment, and for its failure to mobilize around indig- 
enous issues. This is not a utopia. What these movements do 
offer is experience, inspiration, and motivation from the suc- 
cesses that they have had... three things that 
appear to be in short supply in this day and 
age. 

Many of the Brazilians I talked to were 
clear that they don't intend to try and ex- 
port their models to other places in the 
world. In talking about prospects for change, 
one of our hosts, 17-year-old PT activist 
Glauco Araujo, stated, *you must find your 
own way for doing politics in Canada, you 
the Canadians must find your way of doing 
the revolution." In Canada we have a barely 
existent left-wing political presence in party 
politics, a far from cohesive labour move- 
ment, and few examples of effective soli- 
darity work between some ofthe more main- 
stream middle class movements and the most 
marginalized groups - First Nations groups, 
the poor, and immigrant communities. 

So given this, what can we learn from the political land- 
scape in Brazil? If nothing else, I come away with the reali- 
zation that we must not accept the degradation of hope being 
imposed by the governments, the media and corporate inter- 
ests as they manipulate the agenda for globalization. The PT 
and the MST have adopted very straightforward principles 
for guiding their actions... trust in people, belief in human 
dignity for all, and a focus on collective responsibility. This 
is not complicated. Perhaps we need to get back to such a 
starting point in our demands for a better world. It is these 
kinds of basic principles that could fuel the struggle that 
will be necessary to re-insert humanity and dignity into the 


thinking about how we are going to organize ourselves in 
the future. 


Charlie Clark is an unsettled activist and Master 5 Stu- 
dent of Environmental Studies at York University in Toronto. 
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mernattonal Youth Comp 


1. year, in Porto Alegre, when the first World Social 
Forum was held, the city was blown away when over 
20,000 people came to Brazil to participate. A year later, 
in a world that is being increasingly exploited by the 
neo-liberal policies of trade liberalization, 
corporatization, imperialism and war, this same city 
brought together over three times as many people. To- 
gether this group of diverse individuals and groups sent 
a strong message that people internationally are fight- 
ing to build an alternative world. 

Activists, indigenous groups, students, women, 
farmers, and even some politicians gathered in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil. This city was chosen to show that it is 
possible to live in a world where people have an active 
voice in the decisions that affect their daily lives; it is 


by Lindsay Telfer 


the most radically democratic move in municipal gov- 
ernments worldwide is the implementation of the par- 
ticipatory budget process in Porto Alegre. A process of 
participatory meetings of citizens and community groups 
with the elected officials determines how the funds get 
allocated. 

The five days of the forum were packed solid with 
marches, workshops, conferences, seminars, meetings 
and social events. The forum itself was broken into four 
key thematic areas incorporating discussions on: 

* The production of wealth and social 

reproduction 

* Access to wealth and sustainability 

* Civil society and the public arena 

* Political power and ethics in the new society 


The camp provided accommodations for approximately 
15,000-17,000 youth, all of whom pitched tents and lived within a 
Tent city named after Italian youth activist Carlo Giuliani, 
who was Killed by Italian police 
last summer during the benoa L8 protests. 


possible to live in a world that is not based on notions of 


exclusion and exploitation; and it is possible to live ina 
world where humans live in harmony with their natural 
surroundings. 

The location of the World Social Forum was cho- 
sen for the struggles and successes that have been ac- 
complished within this region of Brazil. Emerging from 
a military dictatorship, Porto Alegre elected a socialist 
workers’ party, the Partido dos Trabalhadores. Possibly 


Parallel conferences were ongoing before, during 
and after the Forum. These included a World Parlia- 
mentary Forum, a conference on Peace as well as a pre- 
paratory conference for Rio +10. 

Youth organizations had also come together to de- 
velop an international camp in Porto Alegre, which took 
place alongside the Forum. Youth groups came together 
under the framework of the WSF but they could focus 
specifically on issues and topics that are directly related 
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to global youth movements. 

The camp provided accommodations for approxi- 
mately 15,000-17,000 youth, all of whom pitched tents 
and lived within a tent city named after Italian youth 
activist Carlo Giulliani, who was killed by Italian po- 
lice last summer during the Genoa G8 protests. 

The International Youth Camp truly was a city and 
entity unto itself. It incorporated its own independent me- 
dia center, a food and craft tent as well as a stage where 
many local bands shared their talents. Best of all, this 
camp was free - provided for by the city as well as the 
state. The workshops held at the camp were open to reg- 
istered camp delegates and were separated from the rest 
of the forum. Discussions ranged from issues around tac- 
tics to cultural workshops to alternatives. 

The Youth Forum and 
Camp also provided a necessary 
cultural space. As Canadian del- 
egate Yve Engler highlights, “It 
is important for us on the Cana- 
dian left to understand that a cul- 
tural element is crucial for any 


movement. We must create our 
own communities to attract peo- 
ple and present an alternative op- 
tion. In many ways the Youth 
Camp provided an alternative 
cultural climate.” 

Simone Arsenault-May, an- 
other Canadian representative, 
adds to Englers perceptions, “At 
the Youth Camp, people were 
able to live in a temporary com- 
munity as though they had 
known each other for years. It 
was amazing. Imagine that many 
people who, with different lan- 
guages, backgrounds and politi- 
cal identities, all lived together 
for almost a week - and І didn’t 
see one fight or argument. Now 
there’s a good story to start 
changing some people’s nega- 
tive perceptions of youth!” 

Glauco Araujo, a Brazilian 
youth, emphasizes that the suc- 
cess of the Youth Camp displays 
without a doubt that the 
“World’s youth are ready to be 
involved in building another 
world. Another form of globali- 


Winnipeg 
(204)988-1400 


Regina 
(306)777-0000 


Calgary 
(405)256-2295 


BRIARDATCH; APRIL 2002 


You сал t always get 


Dawson Creek 
(250)719-0256 


Communications, Energy and Paperworkers Union of Canada 


zation is viable and 125 not the globalization of pov- 
erty.” 

At next year’s forum an emphasis should be placed 
on bridging between the Youth Camp and the WSF del- 
egates. A great deal more could be accomplished if the 
dedication, motivation and revolutionary ideas of youth 
get coupled with the experience and struggles of the other 
WSF delegates. 


Lindsay Telfer recently graduated with a Master 's 
degree in Environmental Studies and travelled to Porto 
Alegre to share stories and struggles and to build coali- 
tions with other youth, food and political activists from 
around the world. 
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Private Planet: 


Corporate Plunder and the Fight Back 


by David Cromwell 
Jon Carpenter Publishing, 256 pages, 2001 


reviewed by Teresa Neuman 
Some days, the future of 
our planet appears to be bleak. 
Many issues seem out of the con- 
trol of everyday people. Cana- 
dians question how globalization 
and free trade agreements will 
affect the future of our country. 
We wonder why governments 
are so reluctant to reduce harm- 
ful emissions caused by our de- 
pendency on fossil fuels. The list 
of unanswered questions grows 
as we wonder what future the 
world’s children will face. 
Private Planet: Corporate 
Plunder and the Fight Back at- 
tempts to answer some of those 
questions. Oceanographer David 
Cromwell tries to project some 
optimism in what could be a 
bleak world picture. Cromwell 
states in the book’s introduction 
that the purpose of the book is 
not to make the reader feel guilty 
or helpless about the state of the 
world. Instead, Cromwell hopes 
to motivate the reader to ques- 
tion the tactics of multi-national 
corporations and not just to accept the status quo. 


Direct Action: 


Memoirs of an Urban Guerilla 


by Ann Hansen 
Between The Lines, 2002. 


www.btlbooks.ca 


reviewed by Natasha Goudar 

Reading this book was an inspiring jour- 
ney that challenged my own conceptions of mili- 
tancy and effective action in fighting for social 
justice. Are we ever going to move beyond si- 
lencing and condemning Sisters and Brothers in 
our movements that engage in diverse tactics that 
may not be our own choice of action. 

The effectiveness of summit-hopping and reactionary 
massive protest gatherings has recently been a hot topic. These 
discussions have led to an analysis of what the mainstream 
media labels *violence" and whether we accept tactics that 
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A former staff member of Shell International, Cromwell 
is well versed in corporate workings and agendas. Prima- 
rily based on European examples, Cromwell leads the reader 
through the maze of multinational agreements, and inter- 
ference by politicians in the development of renewable en- 
ergy sources. He examines the is- 
sues surrounding genetically 
modified foods. He dissects the 
role of the media in Western so- 
ciety and examines how “news” 
gets to the average citizen. 

Not all the news facing our 
planet is grim. Common people 
have wrestled some victories 
away from the multi-nationals. 
The shelving of the Multilateral 
Agreement on Investment (MAI) 
was primarily due to public op- 
position to the far reaching effects 
of globalization. The growth of 
wind farms in Denmark shows us 
that it is possible to develop al- 
ternate renewable energy sources. 
Read this book to expand your 
world view. We have only one 
planet and we need to protect it 
from those with different in- 
terests. People, not compa- 
nies, are charged with this 
responsibility. 


Teresa Neuman is a mem- 
ber of CUPE and lives in 
Regina with her son and 
partner. 


work outside the structures 
and controls of the corporate 
state. 

Hansen’s memoirs are a 
first hand account of a revo- 
lutionary group, Direct Ac- 
tion, that chose to take a radi- 
cal and militant path in fight- 
ing for social change by us- 
ing sabotage. The critical 
analysis that Hansen brings 
to her experiences and ac- 
tions enables readers to inti- 
mately engage in the personal 
and external politics of what 
it meant to be an urban guerilla committed to fighting for so- 
cial change. Her writing is honest and reflective of the mis- 
takes and accomplishments of the group. Hansen raises the 
questions that those of us in the anti-corporate globalization 
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“То be effective or successful implies 
having popular support from the people, 
but unfortunately the majority are not 
always right. If we were to determine 
what is the right or wrong course 


of action by what the majority believe, 
then we would still have slavery 
and women would still have the 
same status as cattle." 


movement are asking and in response she offers intimate con- 
versations and addresses the ethical dilemmas that are currently 
being raised within our movement. 

In the end, Hansen's experiences have left me to contem- 
plate what are the effective means of action in fighting for 
social change and what am I willing to commit to in the strug- 
gle for equality and justice. 


Natasha Goudar is a young activist in Regina. She en- 
joys challenging capitalism, white supremacy and patriarchy 
in and outside of the social justice movement. 


Stay Human 
Michael Franti & Spearhead 


Six Degrees Records 
P.O. Box 411347 
San Fransisco, CA 
94141-1347 


reviewed by Peter Garden 

There are very few things in the world that are as up- 
lifting and inspiring as seeing a live Spearhead show. | 
have seen the band numerous times since getting hooked 
after seeing them play at a rally the night before the big 
protests in Seattle in November of 1999. Michael Franti 
stood on the stage quietly in front 
of 20,000 activists and recited a 
poem. A hush fell over the crowd 
and everyone in the place had 
their eyes glued to this tall 
dreadlocked man reciting a beau- 
tiful and eloquent spoken word 
piece entitled “Skin on the Drum.” 
Michael was then joined on stage 
by a full live band and ripped into 
a set of amazing and politically 
explosive music that had every- 
one young and old on their feet 

dancing. 

Michael Franti and Spear- 
head’s musical influences range 
from 70s funk to Marvin Gaye to 
Bob Marley. His songs with lyr- 
ics like “Rock the nation, take 
over television and radio stations, the truth shall come, give 
the corporations some complications” make you want to 
shake your derriere. This album is a near perfect mix of 
danceable songs with political commentary. I really don’t 
know why this hasn’t hit the top ten because the songwriting 
is better than anything that people are listening to in the 
Clubs or on the radio. If it was a hit we might have a revo- 


Michael Fr 
26 Spearhead ” 


lution on our hands. Franti has claims that he wants to 
“make the revolution irresistible” and I would say that he 
has achieved that with this album. 

I was fortunate enough to interview Michael Franti 
and I had a chance to ask him what the word revolution 
meant to him. He said “revolution comes from the word 
revolve, which is to go in a circle. Now all of us are at 
different points on that circle and as we move on the circle 
we come to see that others are at a different point. And 
from that we develop empathy when we come to see where 
other people have been, and out of that empathy grows 
compassion. When you see actions like protests, or people 
coming together, or even the overthrow of governments, 
it’s when people say ‘you know 
what, the circle is not moving 
in the right direction or its moy- 
ing too slow so we are going to 
jump off and give it a push.’ 
That’s what I think it means to 
be revolutionary, it means 
keeping your eyes open for 
what’s coming up on the hori- 
zon and looking to where other 
people are, keeping your heart 
open to developing empathy 
and compassion for them. It’s 
about developing consensus 
among people and not just hav- 
ing your own viewpoint and it's 
about being willing to give the 
circle a push when it's time." 

I think that Michael Franti 
and Spearhead have given us a soundtrack for rolling the 
wheel in a new direction with Stay Human. The interview 
with Micheal Franti is available in its entirety on the Internet 
at www.makingthelinksradio.com. 


Peter Garden is a producer at Making the Links Ra- 
dio in Saskatoon. 
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MY OPINION 


I'm Not Going to Stray 
Where the Deer and the Antelope Play 


by Peter Garden 


S ince the Canadian government first announced their in- mit in Kananaskis is a 
tentions to host the G8 Summit in a wilderness area - government plan to make 
Kananaskis, Alberta - my position has been to stay faraway. protesters look bad. The 
I envisioned clashes between the police and protesters inthe public relations machine 
woods, isolated from support and legal observers, with the 15 already churning out 
cops running rampant. More importantly though I envisioned propaganda about how 
protesters and police intruding on the habitat of wildlife in the police will be ensur- 
the area, driving away whatever critters lived there normally. ing that their facilities are 

Some who аге in favour of converging there argue that environmentally responsible. By drawing the protesters into 

1.4 million tourists visit Kananaskis annually, it has been the Kananaskis area they will be able to paint us as hypo- 
developed for golf and skiing, it is open to oil and gas devel- сгИев and use that to discredit us in the media. 

opment and cattle grazing and a large portion has also been Alternatives: I believe that we really have to take a 
turned over to private interests for logging. It has also been hard look at the goals of protests. It is highly unlikely that 
suggested that the impact of the protests will be small com- we will һауе a chance of shutting down this summit with- 
pared to the impact the policies of the G8 countries are hav- ош having significant environmental impact. There will 
ing on the globe. Therefore, efforts to undermine the legiti- Бе between 5,000 and 10,000 police. The Canadian state 
macy of the G8 are worth the cost. now has the power to declare a militarized zone around 

These are interesting points but I would like to raise my summits and legally suspend the rights of protesters under 
own concerns. Bill C-42. Given this information, it seems reasonable to 

Noise Pollution: Demonstrations are loud by definition. say that the best protesters can do is symbolically chal- 

Protesters chant, radical cheerleaders cheer, bullhorns blare. lenge the barrier at Kananaskis. 
Then there are the police - loudspeakers ordering demon- If we are trying to get public attention on the G8 as ап 
strators around, flash-bang grenades exploding, and surveil- organization, a demonstration in some other city would be 
lance helicopters hovering overhead. АП of this noise would as effective as a demonstration at Kananaskis and would 
not be present during regular tourist season. avoid a public relations disaster. 

Wilderness Disruption: Any effective attempt to get There are other targets that represent the same insti- 
close to the summit will not be on the main roads. It will not tutions and agenda that the “leaders” inside the resort rep- 
be on the wilderness trails either. Off trail activity like thisis resent. If we are to be successful as a movement, we need 
going to disturb wildlife and plant life in the area. to be much more imaginative than following the world's 

Pollution: Protesters camped out for days are going to leaders around from summit to summit. We have to start 
leave garbage and human excrement. There are not goingto — fighting on our terms, picking our targets and times to be 
be bathrooms in the woods and we аге not going to beableto tactically effective. These can coincide with summits but 
build composting toilets. Then there is tear gas and other they don't have to be in the same places. Soon these meet- 
lovely chemicals that the cops will probably use. I would ings are all going to be in places like Qatar. Or what will 
rather that squirrels, birds and other forms of life not haveto happen if they change the summit location and announce a 
deal with that stuff. We have the choice to be there, they do new place a month ahead of time like they did with the 
not. Even if the cops did not use tear gas that means more G20/WB/IMF meetings? If we pick our places and tar 
plastic bullets and batons and maybe their special microwave gets, the location of the summit won't matter a bit. 
skin cooker. We should take the initiative and start to change the 

Location: It is highly unlikely that protesters will be rules of the game to keep a step ahead of them. If we can't 
able to camp out on private property like a golf course ora do that, we are in big 
ski hill. My guess is that protesters are going to be forced trouble. 
into some wilderness area to camp where they will have to 
truck in polluting porta-potties, build roads and parking lots, Peter Garden is 
and generally make a mess. My experience has been that а member of the 
people don’t stick around afterwards to clean up. Briarpatch board of | sions and encourage any ensuing 

Reputation: I am convinced that hosting the G8 sum- directors. dialogue. 
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